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Dear Friends -

It’s my great pleasure to have these few moments to share with you and I’m grateful that you
have taken this time once again for my weekly Journeys & Insights.

I had a wonderful day this past Sunday with the parish community of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph in Niagara Falls and am so grateful for their warm and gracious hospitality.  We
celebrated Mass and then enjoyed a barbecue  all together. Getting around the Diocese and
getting to know the many delightful people of our parishes is certainly the best part of my
ministry, and it’s something I’ll continue to do as much as possible.  And so, if I haven’t yet been
to your parish, you can be sure I’ll get there eventually!

This coming Wednesday, July 21st we will be hosting an ecumenical prayer event at 11:30 a.m. at
Niagara Square here in Buffalo as a way to bring our community together to pray for an end to
the extreme level of violence we have been experiencing in Buffalo and Western New York.  As I
noted last week, it’s unacceptable to solve conflict with violence, to inflict terror on our
neighborhoods and communities, to so callously rob others of their life and to cause so much
pain and anguish to the families and friends of those who are victims.  We want to invite as many
as can make it to this special “Call to Our Community for Peace in Our Streets.”  It takes us all
working and urging for an end to this senseless violence and it’s why I’m so grateful to our other
faith partners and city leaders for joining in this prayer gathering which we all wish was not
needed.

This Thursday we celebrate the Feast of Mary Magdalene - that very special follower of Jesus
who was known to be a person on the fringes of society, but whom the Lord clearly loved for her
faithfulness and devotion.  The Gospel of John recalls how it was Mary Magdalene who first
discovered that Jesus had been raised from the dead upon discovering the empty tomb.  In her
despair the Lord reveals himself to her and sends her as the one to announce to the other
disciples that indeed, he had been raised and was preparing to return to the Father: “‘I am going
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”

It’s a wonderful demonstration of how the Lord uses those whom we might consider flawed or
unworthy to reveal Himself and make known His will. Mary’s intense love, completely obscures
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her personal failings and the faults she possessed. The Lord chooses her to make Himself
known and, through her, to announce His impending return to God the Father.  Of the many
followers of Jesus, Mary Magdalene stands out and is a timeless reminder that the Lord came not
for the righteous but for the sinner and works through each of us despite our sinfulness,
regardless of our imperfections and failings.  As Paul writes to the Corinthians, “So whoever is in
Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come.”

It’s an important Feast that we celebrate in honoring Mary Magdalene as it reminds us of this
central tenet of our Christian faith - redemption and renewal, the possibility to be reborn and a
new creation in Christ. We are deserving not because of our own merit but because of the
unconditional and all-encompassing love of God who has made us His children, sons and
daughters, brothers and sisters in our shared faith in Jesus Christ.

Thank you for this opportunity to share with you once again.  I hope you’re finding ample
opportunity to enjoy the days of summer.  Please know of my prayers for you as I ask yours also
for me and my ministry.  God’s abundant blessings on you and all those whom you love!

Sincerely in Christ,


