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DIOCESAN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
(none) 
 
 

CHURCH BULLETINS 
 
Catholic Health is in immediate need of certified Eucharistic Ministers to serve at 
Kenmore Mercy Hospital, Kenmore and Mt. St. Mary’s Hospital, Lewiston. All interested 
volunteers should contact Heide Cornell, Director of Volunteers, at 716-319-8405. 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of August 28-29: Ladies of Charity, a volunteer 
organization affiliated with Catholic Charities, is celebrating its 80th anniversary in part 
with a Sidewalk Sale extravaganza! The sale will be held from 10 am-1 pm daily from 
Monday, August 30 through Friday, September 3 in front of the Ladies of Charity Lots of 
Clothes thrift store, 1122 Broadway, Buffalo. All items will be $1 or less. For more information 
on Catholic Charities and other services and programs we provide, visit www.ccwny.org. Join 
us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of September 4-5: With the pandemic still stretching on, we 
know concerns and anxieties are still abundant. If you have been feeling overwhelmed, 
anxious or depressed, and think talking to someone could help, please turn to Catholic 
Charities! Our agency offers several types of counseling including: comprehensive 
assessment and counseling for children, adults and families, marriage counseling, substance 
use treatment, diocesan counseling for church ministers. To get connected, call our Helpline at 
716-218-1419. For more information on Catholic Charities and other services and programs we 
provide, visit www.ccwny.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of September 11-12: Don’t delay your goals! If you’re 
ready to earn your high school equivalency diploma or become career ready, contact 
Catholic Charities Department of Workforce and Education at 716-893-3500. Services 
offered for youths and adults in Erie and Niagara counties include tutoring, high school 
equivalency preparation instruction, basic skills upgrades, employment readiness preparation, 
post-secondary school education planning and more. For more information on Catholic 
Charities and other services and programs we provide, visit www.ccwny.org. Join us on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of September 18-19: Are you looking for a meaningful way 
to give back? Consider becoming a Catholic Charities volunteer. Current opportunities 
include English as a Second Language volunteer, food pantry volunteer, donations assistance 
volunteer and more. To view all opportunities, visit www.ccwny.org/volunteer. For more 
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information on Catholic Charities and other services and programs we provide, visit 
www.ccwny.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
Bingo will resume at Our Lady of Bistrica Church Hall, 222 West Elmview, Lackawanna 
beginning Saturday, September 4 at 7:15 pm. Due to the Covid surge, masks will be required. 
Food and drink available. Handicapped accessible. 
 
47th Annual St. Rocco’s Italian Festival, sponsored by St. Mary-St. Mark Parish, on Sunday, 
September 5 from 12-6 pm at 3415 Hulberton Rd., Holley. Join us for homemade Italian 
favorites (eggplant, pasta fagioli, spaghetti dinner, meatball subs, shells & sauce, pizza fritta), 
grilled favorites, fried dough, Italian ice, fried waffles, 40+ craft/direct sale vendor tables, bocce 
tournament, baked food sale, fresh produce, basket raffle, cash raffle, beer tent, kids zone, 
Italian music and more. Join us for a day of family fun! For more information, contact Jackie at 
716-638-6718. 
 
Sock Hop for people with disabilities and their families and friends on Saturday, 
September 11 from 1-2:30 pm at St. Bernadette Parish, 5930 S. Abbott Rd., Orchard Park. 
RSVP to Paula at 716-649-1051 or cozmo3631@gmail.com.  
 
Attention young women in grades 6-12: Fidelis, a Catholic group for young women, will 
begin meeting at the Mother Cabrini Social Center Hall, 180 Court St., Buffalo (St. Anthony of 
Padua Parish) beginning Monday, September 13 from 6-8:30 pm. Fidelis is rooted in Catholic 
virtues, mentorship and sisterhood. All women over the age of 18 are also welcome to join as 
lady mentors. Fidelis nights include recreation, meal time, movie clip, discussion, prayer and 
fun. For more information, text or call Beth Anne Van Horn at 716-816-6226 or email 
fidelisbuffalosisterhood@gmail.com.  
 
Seeking a Church Annulment? An annulment writing workshop is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 15 from 7-9 pm at St. John Paul II Parish, 2052 Lakeview Rd., Lake View. The 
session will include all the information you need on annulments, information on the recent 
changes, and how to start the process. There is a nominal registration fee, payable that 
evening, to cover the cost of materials. To ensure enough materials, please pre-register by 
calling Carol Mullins at 716-627-2910, ext. 3 or email carol.m@jp2parish.org. Walk-ins are 
welcome. 
 
Voices, directed by William Weinert of the Eastman School of Music, will be coming to Buffalo 
to give a choral concert of several British masterworks, including Byrd’s Mass for Five Voices, 
on September 18 at 7:30 pm at St. Joseph Cathedral, 50 Franklin St., Buffalo. Admission is free 
and there will be a collection for the Summit Center, Western New York’s leading provider of 
behavioral health and autism services. Sponsored by Black Rock Controls LLC. All are 
welcome! 
 
Ladies of Charity 20th Annual “Dress for Less” Style Show, luncheon and theme basket 
raffle on Saturday, October 2 at the Columns Banquets, 2221 Transit Rd., Elma. Doors open at 
11 am for browsing the Boutique and to purchase basket and quilt raffle tickets. Ladies of 
Charity newly appointed Director, Julie Lulek, is this year’s commentator. The luncheon entry is 
Chicken Chardonnay. Please consider supporting the Ladies of Charity and its ministries. For 
additional information and tickets, call 716-895-4001. 
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Are you looking for retreat or meeting space? Harvest House, 1782 Seneca St., Buffalo 
would be delighted to accommodate your meeting, workshop, retreat, bible study, etc. The 
comfortable building contains a large sanctuary, an intimate chapel, 2 large air conditioned 
living room style meeting rooms, a conference room seating 18, a gymnasium, game room, fully 
equipped kitchen, and a dining room that seats 80. To schedule your event, for more 
information or to schedule a tour, contact Linda Tatu at 716-825-0929, ext. 303 or 
ltatu@harvesthousebuffalo.org.  
 
Rediscover Your Marriage. Retrouvaille, a program for struggling couples, simply means 
‘rediscovery.’ The program offers the chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse, and a loving 
relationship in your marriage. For more information, call 716-474-9371 or visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org. All calls are confidential. Next Retrouvaille weekend is September 
17-19. Pre-registration is required. 
 
Word of Life-August  29: “No sin or crime is greater than God’s mercy. The sacrifice of the 
Cross reveals that Christ’s greatest desire is to forgive those with a repentant heart.” 
 
Palabra de Vida-Agosto 29: "Ningún pecado o crimen es más grande que la misericordia de 
Dios. El sacrificio de la cruz revela que el mayor deseo de Cristo es perdonar a los que tienen 
un corazón arrepentido." 
 
Word of Life-September 5: “The Church has consistently taught that every human life is 
precious and worthy of protection.” 
 
Palabra de Vida-Septiembre 5: “La Iglesia siempre ha enseñado que toda vida humana es 
PRECIOSA y digna de protección.” 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ENCLOSURES 
 
1. Respect Life Letter 2021 
2. Letter regarding Parish Collections * 
 
* = Priests and Deacons only 

** = Diocesan Priests only 
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  August 30th, 2021 

 

 
  

 

Dear Brothers in Christ: 

  

With more and more requests to the diocese for parish collections from organizations and 

ministries and especially with the holidays quickly approaching, I would like to clarify and 

reinforce our parish collection policy.  

  

While we value and understand the great works of many of these causes, unless a cause falls 

under the direct umbrella as a diocesan-sponsored organization, or a collection my office 

has asked of your parish and parishioners, we should not take up any type of collection at 

our parishes in monetary or goods. 

  

This policy allows for consistency in all eight counties of the Diocese of Buffalo, and provides 

a clear way to respond to the many requests we all receive.  If you have any questions 

regarding whether or not you should conduct a collection, please contact the Chancery for 

guidance. 

  

I thank you for your compliance in this matter. 

  

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher 

Bishop of Buffalo 
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