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DIOCESAN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
(none) 
 
 

CHURCH BULLETINS 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of October 9-10: If you or a loved one is struggling with substance 
addiction, consider this your sign to reach out for help. Catholic Charities Substance Use Treatment 
Program in Buffalo can help. The outpatient program is New York State OASAS licensed and aims to 
treat addiction with a combination of therapy and medicine. More information on the program can be 
found at www.ccwny.org/addiction. To begin the referral process, call Central Intake at 716-895-1033. 
Also, counseling for individuals and families is always available at our neighborhood offices across 
WNY. For more information on Catholic Charities and other service and programs we provide, visit 
www.ccwny.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of October 16-17: As the weather begins to turn colder, you can 
provide warmth to others by giving the gift of food. Catholic Charities runs nine food pantries, seven 
in Erie County and a pantry in both Franklinville in Cattaraugus county and Wellsville in Allegany 
County. Your donation of non-perishable food items can help feed hungry individuals in your community. 
In light of the pandemic, all donations must be scheduled ahead of time. To schedule a time to drop off 
your donation, call 716-218-1400, ext. 2005. To find your nearest pantry, visit www.ccwny.org/food. For 
more information on Catholic Charities and other services and programs we provide, visit 
www.ccwny.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
The Development Department at Catholic Charities is looking for volunteers to serve on the 
Community Division Committee! This is a great opportunity to make an impact in your parish 
community. Also, a great way for students to volunteer for community service hours. This committee 
meets monthly via Zoom to provide fundraising ideas and assistance with their annual Appeal. If 
interested or you would like more information, contact Ellen at ellen.piper@ccwny.org or call 716-218-
1400, ext. 2030. 
 
Special Needs Religious Education is being offered at Fourteen Holy Helpers Parish in West Seneca 
and is open to surrounding parish communities. Volunteer catechists share their love of Jesus and the 
Catholic faith to children with various special needs. The needs may be developmental or social, where 
students may be taught individually, but the needs can also be academic to include children who have 
not been fully catechized up to their current grade level and require “catch-up” classes. For more 
information on enrolling your child for classes, contact the Religious Education Department at 716-674-
2180. 
 
Drive-thru Traditional Polish Dinner catered by Babcia’s Pierogi on Saturday, October 2 from 4:30 
pm until sold out at SS. Peter & Paul, 66 E. Main St., Hamburg. Dinner includes: homemade ¼ lb. 
smoked kielbasa, 2 cheese pierogi, sweet & sour red cabbage, 1 golumpki, rye bread and butter. Order 
tickets online at https://givebutter.com/spprcpolishdinner or contact Ray Guagliardi at 716-864-4562. 
Part of the proceeds donated back to the parish to purchase a new stove for the social center. 
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In August, OLV National Shrine & Basilica celebrated 100 years since the cornerstone was laid 
and blessed…but that was just the beginning! Over the next five years, the Centennial Celebration 
will honor the Shrine’s first century and blaze a bold, vibrant path for the next 100 years. The 
celebration’s theme is All Are Welcome and we invite everyone to attend our upcoming centennial 
events and be re-inspired by one of WNY’s most revered places. On Sunday, October 3 at 3 pm, 
renowned organist Roland Martin brings his musical talents to OLV Basilica, performing the works 
of Eric Satie, Paul Manz, and more. On Thursday, October 7, we invite you to attend the annual 
Feast Day of Our Lady of Victory Mass at 12:10 p.m., which is a must for OLV’s many friends, 
benefactors, parishioners and employees. If you have any questions about OLV’s upcoming centennial 
events schedule, contact the rectory at 716-828-9444. 
 
Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels, Olean. Come to the Southern Tier when the leaves are changing 
and the Enchanted Mountains are colorful! Make a pilgrimage to the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels 
and visit St. Joseph’s Altar where Thomas Merton prayed. Receive a Plenary Indulgence on Monday, 
October 4 for the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi with Mass at 12:15 pm. Celebrate the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary on Thursday, October 7 with a special Mass at 12:15 pm followed by a Living Rosary 
event. Attend Mass at 11 am on Sunday, October 24 and enjoy a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser 
immediately after Mass. For more information, visit www.smaolean.org.  
 
“Two Steps Forward” Fall Book Club. The WNY community is invited to join the “Two Steps Forward” 
six-session fall book club offered by the Center of Renewal Retreat & Conference Center, 4421 Lower 
River Rd., Stella Niagara. The book club will meet on Tuesdays from 1:30-2:30 pm on October 5, 12 & 
19 and November 2, 9 & 16 and feature “Two Steps Forward: A Story of Persevering in Hope” by author 
Sharon Garlough Brown. Participants can either attend via online Zoom or in person; in person 
attendees must provide proof of being fully vaccinated (Covid-19) or have documented approved 
exemptions. Space is limited and books are available from the retreat center office. Early pre-
registration is required. To register and for more information, call the Center of Renewal at 716-754-
7376, ext. 2 or 1 or visit www.stellaniagararetreats.org.  
 
“Are We Becoming a Peace Church?” – a lecture to be held on Friday, October 8 at 7 pm at St. 
Joseph University Church, 3269 Main St., Buffalo. Presenter will be Gerard Powers, Director of Catholic 
Peacebuilding Studies at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana. Should the Church abandon the just 
war theory in favor of principled nonviolence? No registration necessary. Free-will offering welcome. 
 
Procession in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary on Saturday, October 9 following the 4 pm Mass at 
Our Lady of Czestochowa, 64 Center Ave., North Tonawanda. In the last apparition of Our Lady of 
Fatima (on October 13, 1917), Our Lady revealed herself as Our Lady of the Rosary and asked that it be 
prayed daily. In addition, she asked for processions to be organized. Saturday, October 9 is our special 
day to hold a procession while praying the rosary. When we honor Our Lady, we honor her son, Our 
Lord, who chose her for His Mother. If you have any questions, contact Sr. Jacinta at 
olcparishevent@gmail.com.  
 
St. Joseph is Coming! Join us on Sunday, October 10 at 12 pm as St. Andrew Parish (Crocker & 
Reiman Sts.) in Sloan welcomes a member of the Holy Family. St. Joseph impersonator, Mike 
Sacilowski, will be sharing the life story of Joseph in a live theatrical presentation entitled “God’s 
Son…my son.” Accompany St. Joseph as he fulfills his call to be the human father to Jesus. From a 
turbulent and exciting beginning with Mary and Jesus, to living a simple life, hear how Joseph strived to 
protect his family and how he raised Jesus during the hidden years. Listen to the Patron Saint of 
Workers share his words of wisdom and insights into the purpose of work and how work can be a path 
to holiness. This presentation is free and for all ages. All are welcome! Lunch will be served. If you plan 
to attend, call St. Andrew Rectory at 716-892-0425. 
 
Rosary Crusade. Each year since 2007, Fatima America has held a Public Square Rosary Crusade – 
thousands of rosary rallies in cities all across the country. Groups simultaneously pray for our country 
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and the world all across America! On Saturday, October 16 at 12 pm thousands of Catholics will pray 
the rosary to stop America’s terrible oral decay. St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish will pray the rosary in front 
of the Corfu Church, 18 W. Main St., Corfu. Please join us and pray for our nation. 
 
Pork Chop Dinner on Saturday, October 16 from 11 am-3 pm (or until sold out) at Church of the 
Annunciation, 7580 Clinton St., Elma. Dinner includes: pork chops, kapusta, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
and more. Take-out only, with no pre-pay. Sponsored by the Holy Name Society. For more information, 
visit www.annunciation.cc.  
 
St. Joseph is Coming! Pull up a seat at his table. Join us on October 16 following the 4 pm Mass as 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish (64 Center Ave., North Tonawanda) welcomes a member of the Holy 
Family. You will hear the life story of St. Joseph through a live theatrical one-man presentation played 
by Michael Sacilowski entitled “God’s Son…my son.” Accompany St. Joseph as he fulfills his call to be 
the human father to Jesus. From a turbulent and exciting beginning with Jesus and Mary, to living a 
simple life, hear how Joseph strived to protect his family and how he raised Jesus during the hidden 
years. Listen to the Patron Saint of Workers share his words of wisdom and insights into the purpose of 
work and how work can be a path to holiness. This presentation is free and for all ages. Come and see 
St. Joseph tell his story! 
 
St. Maximilian Kolbe Annual Harvest Dinner on Sunday, October 17 from 12 pm until sold out at the 
East Pembroke Social Hall, 8656 Church St., East Pembroke. Includes roast beef, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, squash, beets, coleslaw, homemade desserts and more. Tickets will be available at the door. 
Take-out only. 
 
Roast Beef Dinner & Raffles on Sunday, October 17 from 11 am-3 pm at Holy Mother of the Rosary 
Cathedral, 6298 Broadway, Lancaster. Eat in or take-out. Raffles: 50/50 split, 15 theme baskets and a 
Super Raffle. Tickets for the event and raffles are available by calling Roger Papaj at 716-683-4046 or 
the parish office at 716-685-5766.          
 
Physician-Assisted Suicide: Coming to America Soon?, presented by Fr. Bob Owczarczak,  on 
Monday, October 18 at 7 pm at Our Lady of Pompeii, 129 Laverack Ave., Lancaster. Physician assisted 
suicide is gaining popularity throughout Europe and the possibility of it coming to the United States 
seems inevitable. Fr. Owczarczak’s talk poses the question “What ARE Catholics to do?” 
 
Drive-thru Weidner’s Chicken Dinner on Saturday, October 23 from 5 pm until sold out at St. Martin of 
Tours “Barn,” 1140 Abbott Rd., Buffalo. Dinner includes: ½ chicken, salt potatoes, coleslaw, roll & butter. 
Pre-sale tickets available after masses, at parish offices and online. For more information, call 716-823-
7077 or visit www.stmartinbuffalo.com. Proceeds support the linked parishes of St. Thomas Aquinas 
and St. Martin of Tours parishes. 
 
Turning the Page (Catholic Book Club) meets bi-weekly at Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish Hall, 64 
Center Ave., North Tonawanda to read and discuss different contemporary authors who bring the faith 
alive in our lives. We will have two groups reading the same book: one group will meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of every month from 11 am-12 pm and the other will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
of every month from 7-8 pm. If interested and cannot attend in person, you are welcome to join through 
Zoom. Contact Sr. Jacinta at olcparishevent@gmail.com.  
 
Unfiltered Truths (A Scripture Study) meets bi-weekly on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 
6:30 pm at Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish Hall, 64 Center Ave., North Tonawanda to read and 
discuss the upcoming readings for Sunday Mass and to study the Bible Timeline that helps bring the 
reading of Sacred Scripture to life. If you have any questions, contact Sr. Jacinta at 
olcparishevent@gmail.com.  
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Coffee with Sr. Jacinta. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 9:30 am, enjoy a spiritual 
journey through the Catechism of the Catholic Church. This Zoom event is available to anyone who 
wishes to participate; it is a continuation from last year. If you are interested, contact Sr. Jacinta at 
olcparishevent@gmail.com.  
 
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Is your marriage or that of a relative or friend heading for 
divorce? Retrouvaille is designed to help troubled marriages regain their health. The program is highly 
successful in saving hurting marriages. For more information, call 716-474-9371 or visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org. All calls confidential. 
 
Word of Life-October 3: “St. Joseph’s ‘yes’ to the Lord meant that regardless of the hardship and 
personal sacrifice to himself, he consistently chose to put the needs of Mary and Jesus before his own. 
Joseph’s devotion helps reveal to us our own call to show special care for the lives of those whom God 
has entrusted to us.” Respect Life Reflection: St. Joseph, Defender of Life   
 
Palabra de Vida-Octubre 3: "El 'sí' de san José al Señor significaba que independientemente de la 
adversidad y el sacrificio personal consigo mismo, él continuamente eligió anteponer las necesidades 
de María y de Jesús por encima de las suyas. La devoción de san José 
ayuda a revelarnos nuestro propio llamado a mostrar un cuidado especial por la vida de quienes Dios 
nos encomendó.” Reflexión Respetemos la Vida: San José, Defensor de la Vida 
 
Word of Life-October 10: “An old Irish proverb says, ‘It is in the shelter of each other that the people 
live.’ Indeed, we are created to depend upon one another and walk together in suffering. But when 
family members or friends approach life's end, we may not know how best to ‘shelter’ them. Here are 
some concrete ways we can compassionately care for them: usccb.org/end-of-life-care.” Caring for 
Loved Ones at Life’s End 
 
Palabra de Vida-Octubre 10: “Un proverbio irlandés dice: ‘En el refugio del otro vive cada uno’. En 
verdad,hemos sido creados para depender unos de otros y caminar juntos en el sufrimiento. Pero 
cuando familiares o amigos se acercan al final de la vida, puede que no sepamos la mejor manera de 
darles 'refugio'. He aquí algunas maneras concretas en que podemos cuidar compasivamente de ellos. 
usccb.org/es/cuidadoal-final-de-la-vida.” Cuidado De Los Seres Queridos Al Final De La Vida 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ENCLOSURES 
 
1. Medicare Part D Creditable Coverage Notice 

 
* = Priests and Deacons only 

** = Diocesan Priests only 
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FOR PRIESTS AND LAY PERSONNEL HAVING HEALTH INSURANCE 

COVERAGE THROUGH THE DIOCESE OF BUFFALO 

 

Important Notice from the Diocese of Buffalo, New York About 

Your Prescription Drug Coverage and Medicare 

 

 
Please read this notice carefully and keep it where you can find it. This notice has information about your 

current prescription drug coverage with the Diocese of Buffalo and about your options under Medicare’s 

prescription drug coverage. This information can help you decide whether or not you want to join a 

Medicare drug plan. If you are considering joining, you should compare your current coverage, including 

which drugs are covered at what cost, with the coverage and costs of the plans offering Medicare 

prescription drug coverage in your area. Information about where you can get help to make decisions 

about your prescription drug coverage is at the end of this notice. 

 

There are two important things you need to know about your current coverage and Medicare’s 

prescription drug coverage: 

 

1. Medicare prescription drug coverage became available in 2006 to everyone with Medicare. You 

can get this coverage if you join a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan or join a Medicare Advantage 

Plan (like an HMO or PPO) that offers prescription drug coverage. All Medicare drug plans 

provide at least a standard level of coverage set by Medicare. Some plans may also offer more 

coverage for a higher monthly premium. 

 

2. The Diocese of Buffalo has determined that the prescription drug coverage offered by 

BlueCross/Blue Shield and the Catholic Partnership Health Plan is, on average for all plan 

participants, expected to pay out as much as standard Medicare prescription drug coverage pays 

and is therefore considered Creditable Coverage. Because your existing coverage is Creditable 

Coverage, you can keep this coverage and not pay a higher premium (a penalty) if you later decide 

to join a Medicare drug plan. 

 

 

When Can You Join A Medicare Drug Plan? 

 
You can join a Medicare drug plan when you first become eligible for Medicare and each year from October 

15th through December 7th. However, if you lose your current creditable prescription drug coverage, through no 

fault of your own, you will also be eligible for a two (2) month Special Enrollment Period (SEP) to join a 

Medicare drug plan. 

 

What Happens To Your Current Coverage If You Decide to Join A Medicare Drug Plan? 

 
If you decide to join a Medicare drug plan, your current coverage will not be affected. If you do decide to join a 

Medicare drug plan and drop your current Diocese of Buffalo coverage, you and your dependents may be able 

to get this coverage back at a later date. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

When Will You Pay A Higher Premium (Penalty) To Join A Medicare Drug Plan? 
 

 

You should also know that if you drop or lose your current coverage with the Diocese of Buffalo and don’t join 

a Medicare drug plan within 63 continuous days after your current coverage ends, you may pay a higher 

premium (a penalty) to join a Medicare drug plan later. If you go 63 continuous days or longer without 

creditable prescription drug coverage, your monthly premium may go up by at least 1% of the Medicare base 

beneficiary premium per month for every month that you did not have that coverage. For example, if you go 

nineteen months without creditable coverage, your premium may consistently be at least 19% higher than the 

Medicare base beneficiary premium. You may have to pay this higher premium (a penalty) as long as you have 

Medicare prescription drug coverage. In addition, you may have to wait until the following November to join. 

 

 

For More Information About This Notice Or Your Current Prescription Drug 

Coverage… 

 
Contact the person listed below for further information. NOTE: You’ll get this notice each year. You will also 

get it the next period you can join a Medicare drug plan, and if this coverage through the Diocese of Buffalo 

changes. You also may request a copy of this notice at any time. 
 

For More Information About Your Options Under Medicare Prescription Drug 

Coverage… 
 

More detailed information about Medicare plans that offer prescription drug coverage is in the “Medicare & 

You” handbook. You’ll get a copy of the handbook in the mail every year from Medicare. You may also be 

contacted directly by Medicare drug plans. 

 

For more information about Medicare prescription drug coverage: 

• Visit www.medicare.gov 

• Call your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (see the inside back cover of your copy of the “Medicare          

& You” handbook for their telephone number) for personalized help 

• Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048. 

 

If you have limited income and resources, extra help paying for Medicare prescription drug coverage is 

available. For information about this extra help, visit Social Security on the web at www.socialsecurity.gov, or 

call them at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778). 

 

Remember: Keep this Creditable Coverage notice. If you decide to join one of the 

Medicare drug plans, you may be required to provide a copy of this notice when you join 

to show whether or not you have maintained creditable coverage and, therefore, whether 

or not you are required to pay a higher premium (a penalty). 

 
Date:     September 27, 2021 

Sender:    Diocese of Buffalo 

              Contact-Position:   Jennifer Hoffman, Manager Benefit Administration 

Address:    795 Main St., Buffalo, NY 14203 

Phone Number:   716-847-5595 
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