
Bulletin Announcements – November 22, 2021 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of December 4-5: Despite a joyful time for many, we know 
the holidays can bring out feelings of sadness, grief and anxiety. If you experience any of 
these emotions and think talking to someone could help, please turn to Catholic Charities. We 
are a beacon of HOPE. Our agency offers several types of counseling including: comprehensive 
assessment and counseling for children, adults and families, marriage counseling, substance 
use treatment, diocesan counseling for church ministers. To get connected, call our Helpline at 
716-218-1419. For more information on Catholic Charities and other services and programs we 
provide, visit www.ccwny.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
Bulletin message for weekend of December 11-12: If you or someone you know is 
struggling with an alcohol or drug addition, this is your sign to receive help. Catholic 
Charities Dependency Treatment Program has immediate openings and is ready to help you 
begin a path of hope and healing. Our outpatient program is NY State OASAS licensed and 
aims to treat addiction with a combination of therapy and medicine. More information can 
be found at www.ccwny.org/addiction. To begin the referral process, call Central Intake at 716-
895-1033. For more information on other services and programs we provide, visit 
www.ccwny.org.  
 
31st Annual Festival of Lights from November 20-January 2 at Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, 
1023 Swann Rd., Youngstown with a modified schedule this season due to Covid 19. Lights will 
be on 5-9 pm November 20-28, December 3-5, December 10-12 and December 17-January 2. 
See 15 acres of spectacular Christmas lights, including a 9-foot tall outdoor illuminated Nativity 
scene and a life-size Fontanini Nativity scene in the Basilica. Climb to the top of the Basilica and 
get an angel’s eye view of the Avenue of Saints and the Spirit of Christmas. Fr. Roy Herberger 
will have an exhibit of over 300 International Nativity Sets on display in Fatima Hall when the 
lights are on (closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day). 
Admission and parking are free. Groups welcome; reservations appreciated. For scheduled 
hours of the office, gift shop and cafeteria, call 716-754-7489 or email office@fatimashrine.com.  
 
It’s that time again! 365 of Fr. Roy Herberger’s collection of International Nativity Sets 
from 59 countries will be on display at the Fatima Shrine, 1023 Swann Rd., Youngstown 
during their Festival of Lights. You may visit from 5-9 pm on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
starting on November 20 until January 2 (with the exception of November 25-26, December 24-
25 and December 31). If you have any questions, please call Father Roy at 716-852-2076.  
 
Holiday Grief Presentation: “Dealing with Grief through the Holidays” on Monday, 
November 29 at 6:30 pm at St. John Vianney Church, 2950 Southwestern Blvd., Orchard Park. 
Speaker will be Bob Fink, former Hospice Chaplain. Sponsored by St. John Vianney 
Bereavement Ministry. Everyone is welcome! 
 
Young Adult Professionals (YAP) discussion with Dr. Nancy Nielsen: “Thin Places” in the 
Life of a Busy Physician, on Thursday, December 2 at 6:30 pm in St. Benedict School 
Cafeteria, 1317 Eggert Rd., Eggertsville. Gather with other Catholic young adults to grow 
professionally and spiritually! Dr. Nielsen, former President of the American Medical 
Association, will share how she has encountered God in her busy work as a physician. Discover 
how you can connect your faith life to your professional work through her story and conversation 
with your peers! All young adults (18-40) are welcome to attend. 
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St. Joseph is Coming! Pull up a seat at his table. Let’s prepare a table for him. Join us on 
Friday, December 3 at 7 pm as Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish & Diocesan Shrine at 5337 
Genesee St., Bowmansville welcomes a member of the Holy Family. You will hear the life story 
of St. Joseph through a live theatrical one-man presentation entitled “God’s son…my son.” 
Listen to the Patron Saint of Workers as he shares words of wisdom and insights into the 
purpose of work and its path to holiness. This presentation is free and open to all ages. Come 
and see St. Joseph tell his story! 
 
Fatima Shrine Bakers Guild will host its annual 3-Day Christmas Bake Sale from Friday, 
December 3 through Sunday, December 5 at Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, 1023 Swann Rd., 
Youngstown. Friday’s sale runs from 12-9 pm; Saturday and Sunday hours are 10 am-9 pm. 
Come celebrate a festive day and let us do your Christmas baking for you! For more 
information, call 716-754-7489 or email office@fatimashrine.com.  
 
Weekend Retreat Opportunity. Consider taking a short break from your busy schedule to step 
away and go on “vacation with God.” Dates available: December 3-5, December 10-12, January 
14-16 and January 21-23.Retreats begin on Friday at 6 pm with supper, and conclude with Holy 
Mass at 10:30 am on Sunday morning. Retreats will be held at Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish 
Ministry Center, 57 Center St., North Tonawanda and includes: Holy Mass, availability of 
confession, conferences, quiet time, meals and more. Register no later than the Tuesday before 
the retreat weekend. Participants limited to 6 adults per retreat. There is a guest house available 
if interested. To register and for cost, email olcparishevent@gmail.com.  
 
Advent Silent Guided Weekend Retreat from Friday evening (dinner), December 3 through 
Sunday (lunch), December 5 at Stella Niagara’s Center of Renewal, 4421 Lower River Rd., 
Stella Niagara. Retreat presented by Sr. Marcella Kiesel, OSF and includes extended periods of 
silence throughout the weekend with moments of reflective and contemplative time, along with 
scheduled conferences, group sharing and Advent prayer chants, and personal reflective 
questions for use all throughout Advent leading up to Christmas. Pre-registrations due by 
November 19 with late reservation options possible if space available. Early check-ins and/or 
extended retreat days may also be arranged as available. Limited Covid protocols will be 
required; contact the Center of Renewal at 716-754-7376, ext. 1 or 2 to pre-register or request 
more information. 
 
Christmas Craft Show on Saturday, December 4 from 9 am-3 pm at St. Mary Church, 13 S. 
Main St., Holley. Over 50 crafters and vendors. Basket raffle with drawings that day; lunch and 
snacks will be available for purchase. Santa will be here from 12-2 pm so bring your camera for 
pictures! Join us for some holiday cheer and a chance to get some Christmas shopping done! 
Free admission. 
 
Lunch with Santa on Sunday, December 5 from 12-3 pm at Holy Mother of the Rosary 
Cathedral, 6298 Broadway, Lancaster. Bring the kiddies to meet Santa and take memorable 
pictures in your Christmas PJs of festive holiday outfit. Enjoy a free lunch of mac & cheese or 
chili and watch a Christmas movie. Come join the fun! 
 
Homemade Polish Kolachi Holiday Rolls on sale now at Holy Mother of the Rosary 
Cathedral, 6298 Broadway, Lancaster. Order your rolls today; pick-up will be held at the church 
hall on December 5 from 12-3 pm. Choose from an assortment of Honey Nut, Poppy Butter, 
Apricot Butter and Prune Butter Rolls. To order and for pricing, call Sherry Mack at 716-901-
7356 or 716-685-5766. 
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Buffalo Niagara Concert Band on Wednesday, December 8 at 7:30 pm at Our Lady of Fatima 
Shrine, 1023 Swann Rd., Lewiston. This fantastic concert band will perform a program of 
Christmas and classical favorites in the beautifully decorated National Shrine Basilica. A “must-
see and hear!” concert. Free parking and admission. Handicap accessible. Festival lights on 
and gift shop open until 9 pm. For full schedule of Festival of Lights, store and cafeteria hours, 
visit www.fatimashrine.com, call 716-754-7489 or email office@fatimashrine.com.  
 
International Rosary. All those who love our Blessed Mother are invited to participate in an 
International Rosary in six languages (English, Latin, Polish, Russian, Italian and German with 
the responses being in English) on December 8 at St. Maximilian Kolbe Church, 18 W. Main St., 
Corfu. Mass will be celebrated at 7 pm by Fr. Patryk Sobczyk, followed by exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and an International Rosary at 7:35 pm. After the rosary, confessions 
will be heard and Benediction will be at 8:30 pm. All are welcome to pray through the 
intercession of our Mother for Life and for the unborn children in danger of death, for our country 
and for our private intentions. Booklets will be provided. 
 
Advent Retreat on Thursday, December 9 from 6-7 pm and Friday, December 10 at 6 pm at St. 
John Vianney Church, 2950 Southwestern Blvd., Orchard Park. The first night we will have a 
speaker to inspire us as we transition into the season of Advent. The second night will be 
prayer, Eucharistic Adoration and confessions. 
 
Holiday Craft and Vendor Show. Looking for some unusual and unique Christmas gifts? If so, 
don’t miss the Holiday Craft and Vendor Show on Saturday, December 11 from 9 am-2 pm at 
Cardinal O’Hara High School, 39 O’Hara Rd., Tonawanda. Nominal admission. All proceeds 
from the fair will support the senior class prom. Food and drink will be available. For more 
information or an application, email rhoffman@cardinalohara.com or call Rena Hoffman at 716-
695-2600, ext. 353. 
 
Una Voce Buffalo Advent Mission at St. Anthony of Padua, S. Elmwood & Court Sts., Buffalo 
(behind Buffalo City Hall) with Fr. Sean Kopczynski, MSJB. Intro to the Mission begins Sunday,  
December 12 at the 9 am Mass; followed by Evening Mission on December 13-15 with Low 
Mass at 6 pm and Mission at 7 pm. Each evening will feature rosary and confession starting at 
5:15 pm. 
 
Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, December 12 from 8-11 am at St. Leo the Great Parish 
Center, 885 Sweet Home Rd., Amherst. Special for the kids: silver dollar pancakes with 
chocolate chips and a giveaway from Santa! For tickets, contact the parish office at 716-835-
8905 or visit http://www.stleothegreatamherst.com.  
 
“Upon a Darkened Night: Spiritual Poetry for Advent,” a 2-night Advent Retreat, on 
December 12 & 13, beginning at 6:30 pm with Mass at Our Lady of Pompeii, 129 Laverack 
Ave., Lancaster. Presenter: Rev. Aidan Rooney, CM, Vice-President of Mission Integration, 
Niagara University. Prepare for the miracle of Christmas and uncover the rich meaning of 
Advent through scripture reflections, music and quiet meditation. Prayerful music selections by 
Mary Palmer, OLP Music Director. 
 
Christmas Angel Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, December 18 from 5:30-7:30 pm (with 
rain/snow date on Sunday, December 19) at Our Lady of Czestochowa, 64 Center Ave., North 
Tonawanda. The family event involves driving around North Tonawanda to find 12 Christmas 
angels scattered throughout the area. Each angel will include a passage from Scripture where 
an angel was cited. There will be a checklist to match each angel found. Bring the checklist 
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back to enter a drawing for a few prizes. The hunt takes about an hour to complete. Any 
questions, email olcparishevent@gmail.com.  
 
The St. John Paul II Schola Cantorum, directed by Steve Quebral, will present a concert 
entitled “Choral Treasures of Advent and Christmas” on Monday, December 27 at 7 pm at St. 
Teresa Church, 1974 Seneca St., Buffalo. The concert will take you on a musical journey 
through time that begins in the Garden of Eden with the fall of man and leads up to the coming 
of a Savior in the great mystery of the incarnation. Join us for this beautiful celebration of the 
coming of Jesus! For details, visit www.jp2schola.org.  
 
Join us for a Camp Turner Dance on Tuesday, December 28 at OLV Elementary School, 
2760 South Park Ave., Lackawanna. Doors open at 6:45 pm; dance concludes with Billy Joel’s 
classic Piano Man at 8:45 pm. Campers are encouraged to bring friends. Those who attend will 
receive a coupon for a discount off summer 2022 registration. Campers and friends must be 
present and sign in at the dance to use this coupon. Nominal admission; snacks and beverages 
will be available. Attire is casual. Attendance limited to kids ages 8-14. The dance will be 
chaperoned by pre-screened alumni camp staff. Parents who wish to stay and help chaperone 
can call or email the Camp Director (John) at least ten days prior to the event – 716-354-4555 
or CampTurner@gmail.com.  
 
March for Life Pilgrimage, Washington, DC – January 20-21. Make your reservation today. 
Hotel deadline: December 20; call the Washington Plaza at 202-842-1300 and mention Buffalo 
Diocese. Bus deadline: December 27; to guarantee your seat on the bus you must register and 
send payment by the deadline (money non-refundable if payment received after deadline). 
Youth Rally ticket request deadline: November 29; payment for tickets due December 20. 
Permission and health form for youth deadline: December 20; important - return original to the 
office before the deadline; this is required for final registration. Current Covid protocol for the 
bus ride/Youth Rally/event is to be masked at all times except when eating. For registration form 
and youth permission forms, visit https://www.buffalodiocese.org/pro-life-services/ or email Pro-
Lifeoffice@buffalodiocese.org. For more information, call the Pro-Life Office at 716-847-2205. If 
you are not able to attend the March for Life, consider sponsoring any one in need. Make check 
payable to: Office of Pastoral Ministries, 795 Main St., Buffalo, NY 14203. 
 
Word of Life-November 28: “Having received the gift of the Gospel of Life, we are the people 
of life and a people for life. It is our duty to proclaim the Gospel of Life to the world. To proclaim 
Jesus is to proclaim life itself. Gratitude and joy at the incomparable dignity of the human person 
impel us to bring the Gospel of life to the hearts of all people and make it penetrate every part of 
society.” 
 
Palabra de Vida-Noviembre 28: “Tras haber recibido el don del Evangelio de la Vida, somos el 
pueblo de la vida y un pueblo para la vida. Es nuestro deber proclamar el Evangelio de la Vida 
al mundo. Proclamar a Jesús es proclamar la vida. La gratitud y la alegría ante la incomparable 
dignidad de la persona humana nos impulsan a llevar el Evangelio de la ida al corazón de todas 
las personas y hacer que penetre en todas las partes de la sociedad.” 

 
*** Next newsletter will be published on December 6, 2021. *** 
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