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Diocese of Buffalo Announces Complaint
Resolution on Three Diocesan Priests

Buffalo, N.Y., July 24, 2023 — The Diocese of Buffalo has resolved claims against three diocesan priests.

As a result of an investigation conducted through the Independent Review Board (IRB), Bishop Michael
Fisher has accepted the unanimous IRB recommendation and has made the determination that the child
abuse claim made against Rev. Louis Dolinic has been substantiated. Another child abuse claim against
Fr. Dolinic was found to be unsubstantiated.

Rev. Dolinic has been removed from ministry since 2018 because of previous child abuse complaints.
Those previous complaints were determined substantiated in 2019. Rev. Dolinic will continue to be on
the list of Priests with Substantiated Claims of Abuse on the diocesan website.

In the second case, the IRB has investigated and made the recommendation to Bishop Fisher who has
accepted the IRB’s recommendation and made the determination that a claim of child sexual abuse
against Rev. Msgr. Peter Popadick was unsubstantiated. As a result, Bishop Fisher has returned Msgr.
Popadick to ministry.

In the third case, the IRB has investigated and made the recommendation to Bishop Fisher who has
accepted the IRB’s recommendation and made the determination that the claim of inappropriate

comments communicated to a minor was unsubstantiated against Rev. Patryk Sobczyk.

If you have any information specific to clerical sexual abuse you would like to share, please contact
Jackie Joy, our Victim Assistance Coordinator, who may be reached at 716 895-3010.
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For more information, please contact Joe Martone, Communications Director at
jmartone@buffalodiocese.org, (716) 847-8743, (716) 361-1931




