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DIOCESAN ANNOUNCEMENTS

Letters of Good Standing and Celebrets. Priests and deacons who will need good standing
letters or celebrets to celebrate Masses or other sacraments in another diocese should
complete and submit a “Request form for Letter of Good Standing” at least 3 weeks in
advance (except for funerals). The form can be found on the diocesan website at:
https://lwww.buffalodiocese.org/resources-for-clergy/ under “Chancery Forms.” Letters
will not be issued unless the priest or deacon has a signed Code of Conduct and Uniform
Release Authorization in his file, and is current with Virtus training and bulletins. For any
questions, call the Chancery secretary at 716-847-5559.

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

Catholic Charities bulletin messages for upcoming weekends:

August 8-9: Leave a legacy of HOPE. Did you know that Catholic Charities accepts many
forms of planned giving, including bequests, gift of life insurance, charitable gift annuity, gift of
retirement assets, and gift of real estate? If you or your family wishes to leave behind a legacy
of HOPE for others in Western New York, please keep Catholic Charities in mind. We seek to
be a partner in fulfilling your long-term philanthropic goals. Our team is happy to discuss
options and opportunities and to answer any questions you may have by calling 716-218-1450,
ext. 6022.

August 15-16: Downsizing or clearing out before the school year begins? Please keep
Ladies of Charity in mind. The volunteer organization, affiliated with Catholic Charities,
accepts new or gently used clothing, footwear, purses, bags and household items. Donations
support thrift stores in Buffalo and Wellsville, as well as the Fresh Start program for those who
have experienced home displacement. To schedule a donation in Buffalo, call 716-895-4001; in
Wellsville, call 585-296-3757.

August 22-23: Make a difference this school year by becoming a Foster Grandparent. If
you are an Erie County resident age 55 or older, consider joining Catholic Charities Foster
Grandparent Program. Volunteers develop one-on-one relationships with children ages 3-18 in
school settings while staying active, earning a stipend and supporting the next generation. To
learn more, call 716-896-6388 or visit www.ccwny.org/older-adults.

89t" Annual Summer Picnic on August 21-23 on the parish grounds of Annunciation, 7580
Clinton St., Elma. Festivities begin on Friday, August 21 and officially opens at 6:00 p.m. with
Car Cruise Night, full food court menu, and Nerds Gone Wild performing from 7:00-11:00 p.m.
in the beer tent. On Saturday, there will be the church’s famous chowder sale beginning at 1:00
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p.m.; pork chop dinner from 4:00 p.m. until sold out; and entertainment from The Water Dogs
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. and Cold Beer Creek Band from 7:00-11:00 p.m. On Sunday, Masses are
at 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m; chowder sale resumes at 12:00 p.m.; Wendel’s Chicken
BBQ from 12:00 p.m. until sold out; and the Samuel Tambe Band will entertain from 1:30-4:30
p.m. Ample free parking in the church, school and Schwartz Rd. parking lots. For more
information, call 716-683-5254 or visit http://www.annunciation.cc/.

Anointing of the Sick Healing Mass on Tuesday, September 1 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary
Church, 6919 Transit Rd., Swormville. Fr. David Bellittiere and the Friends of St. Peregrine
cordially invite all who are seeking God’s healing — especially those living with cancer or other
serious illnesses, those in need of physical, emotional or spiritual healing, and anyone wishing
to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. If you have any questions, call Karen at
716-283-0011.

Musical Evening of Reflection on Tuesday, September 8 at 7:00 p.m. at Christ the King
Church, 30 Lamarck Dr., Snyder. Join Msgr. Paul Litwin in honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary on
her birthday. We will be reflecting on a wide variety of Marian hymns.

Don’t miss the next Magnificat Meal on Saturday, September 12 from 9:30 a.m.-12:10 p.m.
at Joseph’s Country Manor, 275 Columbia Ave., Depew. Regina Harty, from the Central NY
Marian Center in Syracuse, will share the “Pilgrim Rosary” that has been entrusted to her by a
now deceased man whose devotion to Our Lady inspired him to create a rosary composed of
stones originating on Apparition Hill in the Marian Shrine of Medjugorje in Bosnia-Herzogovina.
This rosary was personally presented to Our Lady by one of the visionaries during an
apparition. Pre-registration is required. You may register online at http://www.magnificat-
ministry.net/, click on “Chapters,” select “NY,” and then “Buffalo.” For cost and additional
details, see the website or contact Maureen Wilson at 716-683-2290.

Tuesday Bingo is officially returning to St. Andrew Church in Sloan. Bingo begins on
Tuesday, September 15 at 7:00 p.m. and is played in the parish hall, 111 Crocker St., Sloan.
For more information, call 716-892-0425.

Celebrate the Franciscan Jubilee Year with the Felician Sisters. Join the Felician Sisters for
Mass on Sunday, September 13 at 9:30 a.m. and/or Sunday, October 4 at 9:30 a.m., the Feast
of St. Francis, at 600 Doat St, Buffalo. During this Extraordinary Jubilee Year, a plenary
indulgence is granted to those who make a pilgrimage to a place of worship dedicated to St.
Francis, participate in Mass and Eucharistic Communion, sacrament of reconciliation and
prayer for Pope Leo XIV. The facility is handicapped accessible.

ENCLOSURES

Farwell to Summer Gathering
Franciscan Jubilee Year

Inspirational Concert by Mary Palmer
Grief Sharing
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Lo St. Jude Center
s O 760 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, New York 14203
716-882-2987

July 2026

Dear Supporter of the “Farewell to Summer” Gathering,

Once again our annual “Farewell to Summer” Gathering was a great success as a result of your
generous support and participation. We are hopeful that this year’s get together of fun, friendship and
food will be just as enjoyable. Our gathering is scheduled for

Thursday, September 10th, 2026

at Kloc’s Grove & Banquet Hall,

Seneca Creek Road in West Seneca, NY.

We look forward to seeing you at this event and hope the date fits nicely on your calendar. The
evening will incorporate a sit down family style dinner, followed by our Theme Basket Raffle as
well as a Split Club Drawing. Father Richard Augustyn, Director of Pastoral Care/Volunteer
Services at the Buffalo General Medical Center/Gates Vascular Institute and Director of the St. Jude
Center for Pastoral Care and Wellness, once again is the chairperson for the event.

Our focus continues to be the support of young men studying for the priesthood. All proceeds from
this event will be awarded to individual seminarian(s) studying for the Diocese of Buffalo. Initially, they
attend St. Mark’s Seminary and Gannon University and their graduate studies are at St. Mary’s
Seminary in Baltimore. This year we are blessed with several young men who are in formation and
are pursuing studies at various levels at these seminaries.

Last year we had a little over 225 in attendance for this event. We are hoping that you will share with
your family and friends what a fun filled way to end the summer by joining us. If you wish to attend
the “Farewell to Summer” Dinner, the cost of the dinner ticket once again is $50.00.

Please make your check payable to the St. Jude Center — Seminarian Scholarship Fund
Diocese of Buffalo, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope to “Farewell to
Summer” Gathering, c/o Edward J. Reska, 4654 Kingswood Lane, Hamburg NY 14075. If you
have any further questions or need more information you can contact him at 716-648-0370.

We have enclosed five (5) sheets of Split Club tickets that we hope you consider sharing with your
family and friends. No purchase or donation is necessary to enter. Please return the stubs to
“Farewell to Summer” Gathering, c/o Michelle Franczyk & Karen McKeague 72 Springbrook
Shores Drive — ElIma, New York 14059. If you choose to make a donation, please make checks
payable to the St. Jude Center — Seminarian Scholarship Fund for the Diocese of Buffalo.

If you are unable to attend, but would like to support this event, please consider making a donation of
a gift card or any new item that could be incorporated into one of our Theme Baskets. We ask that
you mail it or drop it off at the St. Jude Center before Wednesday, September 2"d, 2026. Any
support you are willing to share will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, :
Rev. Richard H. Augustyn 7 ]
Chairperson — “Farewell to Summer” Gathering == — ==
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FRANCISCAN JUBILEE YEAR
2026-2027

MARKS THE 800™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

JOIN THE FELICIAN SISTERS AT MASS AS WE CELEBRATE ON
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 AT 9:30 AM.
AND/OR
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026 AT 9:30 AM.

A PLENARY INDULGENCE IS GRANTED TO THOSE WHO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE TO A
PLACE OF WORSHIP DEDICATED TO ST. FRANCIS
PARTICIPATE IN MASS AND EUCHARISTIC COMMUNION
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION AND
PRAY FOR POPE LEO XIV

FELICIAN SISTERS
600 DOAT STREET
BUFFALO, NY 14211

OUR FACILITY IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE


https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2016/12/francis-of-assisi-seven-peace-and.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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"If Necessary... Use Words."

7-8 PM Monday, October 5, 2026
Our Lady of Pompeii Church
157 Laverack Ave, Lancaster, NY 14086

Refreshmenis follow! Free will offering accepted.

An Evening of Music and
Reflection celebrating the
800 Anniversary of

St. Francis of Assist's

entrance into heaven!

VENERATION OF FRANCISCAN
RELICS: First-class. 5t Franos & St

Anthony. Second-class: 5t Clare & St
Maximilian XKolbz. You're invited to
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GRIEF-SHARING:

A supportive group,
when you have lost
someone dear.

Bolvsrt P
’(Hf‘/ i/ %f 'r/r.‘

g
/hk-:

= =

f//n‘ o

| Our Lady of Pompeli Campus
Ministry Center

4, 129 Laverack Avenue
v {Comer of Sheldon & Laverack)

Wednesday, OCTOBER 21, 2026
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Quastions? SMA 716-882-8445 Sister Joyce King
sisteroycet stmarysonthehill org

It¢'s a place where you can be with
pacspie who understand the pain of
your loss and how you fesl, DVD
Presentations are given by Grief
Experis who will share their
porsonal storiezs of loss, giving
inspiring lessons on hew to make
The Journay from Mourning to JOY!
Sassion Topics are listed on the
back of this shost. Counselors are
present to lesd discussion at each
session.} Register today!

1 {DAEE‘S AND SCHEDULE ON DTHER SIDE.}

+ CLOSING info: CH 4 WIVBWNLO & CH 7 WKBW
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GRIEF-SHARING 1 REGISTRATION FORM & $5.00 FEE by SEPTEMBER 14, 2026
§f pogsible. Orop mn Collection, OLP Dxop Box. o Mail 1o

EMERGENCY CONTACT & #

CONTACT'S NAME

NAME PARISH
ADDRESS
| pHONE E-MAIL
‘ Loss{es) - relationship{s} & name(s)
' WHEN DID THE LOSS(ES)} OCCUR?
ENCLOSED Elat fee ($5.00) Cash or Check #

*I have abdlity to meet via Zoom if necessary. (YIN)

[
’ Ouwr Lady of Pompei Campus. 129 Laverack Ave. Lancaster, NY 14086 (ATTN: SISTER JOYCE)

(Payable 1o St Mary's Parish)
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6:30 PM GRIEF-SHARING 1 MEETING TOPICS
AND DATES 2026-2027
Wed. October 21, 2026 - “Is This Normal?’

Wed, November 4. 2026 - “Your Grief Journey”
Wed, November 18, 2026 — “Surviving the Holidays”
Wed, December 2, 2026 - “Loneliness & Sadness”
Wed, December 16, 2026 - “Self-Care”
CHRISTMAS BREAK
Wed, January 6. 2027 - “Fearful & Overwhelmed”
Wed. January 20. 2027 - "Anger”

Wed, February 3. 2027 - “Regrets’

Wed. February 17, 2027 - “Gnef and Your Household”
Wed, March 3, 2027 - “Grief and Your Friendships”
Wed, March 17, 2027 - “Questions for God”

Wed. March 31, 2027 - "Stuck in Grief’

Wed, April 14. 2027 - "Hope & Resilience
Wed. April 28, 2027 - What Do | Live for Now?”
SNOW DAY {F NEEDED {May 12. 2027)

ERGISTIE ONCIRENE SIVE CF TRiIS SR RN

fiepe te see you there?

Sister Jovee
sisterjoyce@stmarysonthehill.org
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