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THE CHANCERY NEWSLETTER  

Diocese of Buffalo  
801 Main Street 
Buffalo, NY   14203 September 8, 2026 #1734 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

DIOCESAN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Letters of Good Standing and Celebrets. Priests and deacons who will need good standing letters or 
celebrets to celebrate Masses or other sacraments in another diocese should complete and submit a 
“Request form for Letter of Good Standing” at least 3 weeks in advance (except for funerals). 
The form can be found on the diocesan website at: https://www.buffalodiocese.org/resources-
for-clergy/ under “Chancery Forms.” Letters will not be issued unless the priest or deacon has a 
signed Code of Conduct and Uniform Release Authorization in his file, and is current with Virtus training 
and bulletins. For any questions, call the Chancery secretary at 716-847-5559. 
 
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Catholic Charities bulletin messages for upcoming weekends: 
 
September 19-20: Mental health matters in every season of life. Catholic Charities Behavioral 
Health offers outpatient mental health services for children, teens and adults who may be experiencing 
anxiety, depression, stress, grief, relationship concerns, or other challenges. Help is available and 
reaching out is a sign of strength. To connect with services, call 1-877-448-4466. 
 
September 26-27: Jesus reminds us in Matthew 25 to feed the hungry, care for the sick, and 
welcome the stranger. Catholic Charities helps us live out that Gospel call right here in Western New 
York through food assistance, counseling, basic needs support, family services and more. To learn 
more about how we serve, how to get help or how to support our work, visit www.ccwny.org.  
 
 
 
Celebrate the Franciscan Jubilee Year with the Felician Sisters. Join the Felician Sisters for Mass 
on Sunday, September 13 at 9:30 a.m. and/or Sunday, October 4 at 10:00 a.m., the Feast of St. 
Francis, at 600 Doat St, Buffalo. During this Extraordinary Jubilee Year, a plenary indulgence is granted 
to those who make a pilgrimage to a place of worship dedicated to St. Francis, participate in Mass and 
Eucharistic Communion, sacrament of reconciliation and prayer for Pope Leo XIV. The facility is 
handicapped accessible. 
 
MOMS: Through the Decades – A Podcast-Style Conversation on September 25 from 9:00-11:00 
a.m. at St. Gregory the Great (in the Gathering Rooms), 200 St. Gregory Ct., Williamsville. Doors open 
at 9:00 a.m. for coffee and fellowship; conversation begins at 9:30 a.m. Whether you’re a mom of “firsts” 
– sending your first or last child off to kindergarten, middle school or high school – or experiencing your 
first empty nest after packing a child off to college – you’re invited! Join Fr. Justin Steeg and mother-
daughter duo Debbie Daigler and Grace Suchyna as we kick off our 25th anniversary series, “Catholic 
Motherhood: Through the ‘Decades.’” What do today’s moms face as they send their children off to 
school that Boomer moms never imagined? And what timeless lessons can one generation of mothers 
pass along to the next? Whether you’re a Boomer, Gen X, Millennial, Gen Z – or raising Gen Alpha or 
Gen Beta – we want you in the conversation! Come laugh, reminisce and share the joys and challenges 
of motherhood, then and now. Styles, technology and parenting advice may change, but a mother’s love 
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– and her need for prayer, grace and a good cup of coffee – never goes out of fashion. Free childcare 
available by reservation; contact stgregsmoms@gmail.com.  
 
St. Josephine Bakhita 16th Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, October 3 beginning at 4:00 p.m. at 
Holy Cross Church, Seventh & Maryland St., Buffalo. The celebration will include Mass and cultural 
reception. This event is being sponsored by members of the South Sudanese Community and ROTA 
(Reaching Out 2 Africa) Development Group. For more information, contact Fr. Ron Sajdak at 716-510-
7036. 
 
Community Clothing Exchange on Saturday, October 3 from 9:00 a.m.-noon at SS. Peter & Paul 
School Gym, 5480 Main St., Williamsville. All are welcome to “shop” for gently-used clothes, shoes and 
accessories for the WHOLE family FREE of charge at this annual community outreach event. Come 
early and bring a friend. Apparel for all ages and all sizes will be available – from infants to adults. Give 
pre-loved fashion a new home! If you have any questions, call 716-632-2559. 
 
Shred-It Event on Saturday, October 3 from 11:00 am–2:00 pm at St. Gregory the Great, 200 St. 
Gregory Ct., Williamsville. Bring and shred your personal documents. Shredding is done on-site by 
Lincoln Archives. $15 only for a bag or box or 3 for $35. Call 716-688-5678 for more information. 
Sponsored by St. Greg’s KofC. 
 
“Ours To Do: Being Franciscan Today,” a special day of reflection, prayer and action on October 10 
from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart, 3860 Main St., Amherst. Featuring 
Michele Dunne, OSF, Director of the Franciscan Action Network, as well as speakers from the WNY 
area. Participants will experience a prayer service and Mass planned by area high school students, 
creating an intergenerational gathering rooted in Franciscan witness and community. Registration 
includes a light breakfast and lunch. Individual tickets are $25; table of 8 for $175. Register online at 
https://franfed.org/wny-franciscan-day/. For more details, contact julianne@franfed.org. On October 10 
at 7:30 p.m. and October 11 at 2:30 p.m. the Buffalo Philharmonic will be performing a special 
Oratorio based on the Life of St. Francis at Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo. Participants of the retreat 
will have the opportunity to purchase discounted tickets for this performance. For more information on 
the Oratorio, visit https://franfed.org/2026/03/27/francis-an-oratorio/. 
 
 

ENCLOSURES 
 
1. Revival 2026 – “Steadfast in Faith: Our Walk With Jesus” 
2. Life in the Spirit Seminar 
3. Healing Mass 
4. St. Josephine Bakhita 16th Anniversary Celebration 
5. WNY Franciscan Day 
6. “Advocating for Life: Opposing ‘Right to Die’ Laws in New York” 
7. Monthly Faith Enrichment Series 
8. A Gentle Pause – Silent Retreat for Clergy 
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REVIVAL

September 13 – 14, 2026 
St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church 

 555 Northampton St., Buffalo, New York 14208  

 

 

 
Diocese of Buffalo Office of Cultural Diversity 

African American Commission 
For additional information contact 716-847-2216 

 

Reverend Arthur Cavitt 
Revivalist 

 



Would you like to experience more of the Holy 
Spirit's power and gifts in your life? 

Fan into flame the Holy Spirit you received at Baptism and Confirmation! 
 

 
Join us for 6 Wednesday evenings, Sep. 9, 16, 23, 30 & Oct 7, 14, 2026 at 6:30pm 
 

 

Each evening consists of a teaching, testimony, and discussion, with refreshments and 
fellowship. We will be praying for a new outpouring of the Spirit upon you on the 5th week. 
You will hear others share how the Holy Spirit has changed their lives. 
Experience more of the fruits of peace and joy as you open yourself to God's presence in 
your life. Please come and bring a friend! 

For more information or to text registration contact: 

Sandy Swiech -- cell: 716-864-5583 email: sandys826@hotmail.com 
 
 

Sep. 9th #1 God's Love – Deacon Tony Vilardo 

Sep 16th #2 Salvation – Fr. Rob Contarin 

Sep. 23rd #3 New Life – Mary Kay Schaub 

Sep. 30th #4 Receiving God’s Gift – Theresa Updike 

Oct. 7th #5 Baptism in the Holy Spirit – Fr. Richard DiGiulio 

Oct 14th #6 Growth – Deacon Marc Leaderstorf AND 
 #7 Transformation in Christ – Deacon Dave Clabeaux 

 

Sponsored By: 

WHEAT Catholic Community 
and 

Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Buffalo 
 

At: 

Immaculate Conception Church 
520 Oakwood Ave, East Aurora, NY 14052 

"Life in the Spirit" Seminar Registration Form 

Mail to: Charismatic Renewal, 5036 Pittsburg St., Hamburg, NY 14075 Cost: 

$20 donation - Checks made out to "Sandy Swiech" 

Name:    

Address:    

Email:  Phone:   

Church or Parish:    

mailto:sandys826@hotmail.com


St. Vincent De Paul Church 

6441 Seneca St. at Rice Rd.  

Springbrook (Elma), NY   14140   

716-652-3972 

 

Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Buffalo 
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Saint 
Josephine 

Bakhita 
16th 

Anniversary 
Celebration 

Saturday, Oct. 3rd 2026 
Mass/Reception 

4:00 PM Prompt 
  HOLY CROSS 

Seventh/Maryland St. Buffalo, NY 
Sharing Cultural Prayers, Food, Music, Celebration 

Planning Team: Abuna, Fr. Ron Sajdak,    
Justin Wani, Grace Sokiri, Joseph Yak,       
Sophia Ngong, Deacon Miguel Santos 

Sponsored by:  
Buffalo South Sudanese  

Community & 
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Our Lady of Pompeii Church                                                   
of St. Mary of the Assumption Parish 716.683.6445                                                                                      

157 Laverack Ave, Lancaster, NY 14086                                                                                                  
sisterjoyce@stmarysonthehill.org   www.olpparish.com 

 

 

     

Monday, April 12, 2027                          
(Rev. Aaron Kulczyk) 

“The Courage to Be Afraid: 
Finding Christ the Healer                          

in Doubt.” 

                  

 

6:15 PM SLIDER SANDWICH, SIDE, & DESSERT                  
FOOD RSVP: sisterjoyce@stmarysonthehill.org                                                  

Free will donation accepted. 

Free Monthly Faith Enrichment Series 7-8 PM  

Monday, December 14, 2026                                    

(Art Historian, Alan Nowicki &                                                                                 

the Kromer Sisters) 

 

Monday, November 9, 2026                           

(Rev. Richard Siepka)                           

“Graced Moments &                                

Chance Encounters                                                           

with Pope St. John Paul II” 

Feb. 22 & 23, 2027                                  
(Rev. CJ Wild)  *6:30 – 8:00 PM 

 

 

BDCL LENTEN MISSION 

 

 Monday, May 17, 2027                                                   

(Mary Palmer & OLP                                     

Music Ministry) 7 - 8 PM                             

INSPIRATIONAL OUTDOOR 

CONCERT: “Great Are You, LORD” 

 

“Deadly Sins and Lively Virtues”                       
Lent is a time to go into the desert with the Lord as 
we acknowledge those vices which stand in the way 

of our holiness. When we begin to identify what 
needs to change, we can ask Jesus to increase in us 

those virtues which prepare us for sainthood. 

 

Monday, October 5, 2026                     

(Mary Palmer)                        

INSPIRATIONAL CONCERT:                                

“If Necessary… Use Words.”                                  

Celebrating the 800th Anniversary                       

Year of St. Francis of Assisi’s Death.                         

Monday, January 25, 2027                                   

(Rev. Leon Biernat)                                           

“A Deeper Connection to                               

St. Carlo Acutis” 

 

*7 - 8:30 PM                                          

“Searching for God Through 

Music: The Stories of the Carols” 

  

MUSICAL                               

ADVENT                         

RETREAT EVE 

FRANCISCAN RELICS to venerate:                                                  
1st class: SS. Francis & Anthony. 2nd class: SS. Clare & Maximillian Kolbe. 

 

*LOCATION: St. Martha’s Church 10 French Rd.                                                                                 
Depew, NY 14043   Refreshments follow! 

 

Monday, March 15, 2027                                   

(Rev. John Stanton)                                           

“The Way of the Cross in 

Everyday Life” 
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A Gentle Pause
Silent Retreat for Clergy

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

November  16 , 17 , 18 , or 19 ,  2026th th th th

This one day retreat offers a sanctuary for clergy, providing a precious opportunity to
step away from the daily hustle and embrace a day of tranquility and spiritual

rejuvenation. Nestled in a serene environment, participants can immerse themselves in a
day of silence, free from the distractions of phones and the pressures of daily

responsibilities. It’s a time to relax, rest, and renew one's spirit, allowing for deep
reflection and connection with one’s inner self and faith. Participants can engage in quiet
contemplation, meditation, or simply bask in the peaceful surroundings, emerging with a

refreshed spirit and renewed energy to continue their important work.

Cost:  $30.00
Includes lunch, unlimited hot/cold beverages

and private living room style room
Spaces are limited so call today to make your reservation

Overnight accommodations available - call 716 754-7376 for more information

  Reservation Form
    

   Gentle Pause - Clergy Silent Retreat- Pick a Day - November 16 , 17 , 18 , or 19  , 2027                  th th th th

 

  Name ___________________________________________________ Phone (______) ___________________________
 

  Address____________________________________________________________________________________________
 

  City ___________________________State/Province _________________________________ Zip _______________
 

  Email Address _____________________________________________________________________________________
 

  Emergency Contact _______________________________________ Phone_________________________________
 

  Medical Dietary Restrictions ______________________________________________________________________
 

Make check payable to :
“The Center of Renewal”  - 4421 Lower River Road, Stella Niagara, NY  14144

or call 716-754-7376, Ext. 2 for credit card payment - MasterCard, VISA, & Discover
(Fees & deposits are non-refundable, administration fees for transfers) 

COST:  $30.00 Includes lunch, unlimited hot/cold beverages & a living room style roomCOST:  $30.00 Includes lunch, unlimited hot/cold beverages & a living room style room

Reservation Deadlines: November 2nd

Center of Renewal at Stella Niagara
4421 Lower River Road, Stella Niagara, New York 14144

716 754-7376 * stellaniagararetreats.org

Center of Renewal at Stella Niagara
4421 Lower River Road, Stella Niagara, New York 14144

716 754-7376 * stellaniagararetreats.org

Pick One Day!Pick One Day!

Reservation Deadline: November 2    nd
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