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May 2026

Greetings in Christ!

The Diocese acknowledges that innocent children of God have been gravely
harmed in the past by unconscionable acts of child sexual abuse by some
members of the clergy and others who presented themselves as servants of the
Church. We continue to offer our full and heartfelt apology for the abuse that
was inflicted on these men and women and the suffering they endured. The
Diocese must, and will, continue to work to reconcile with those who have
experienced the physical, emotional, and spiritual pain of abuse and who feel
betrayed by Church leadership, and to provide support that may help them heal
from the wounds inflicted upon them.

As I have stated in prior letters addressing the Auditor’s report, we remain
committed to vigilantly protecting against further abuse and suffering. Since
2002, the Diocese has adhered to the Charter for the Protection of Children and

Young People promulgated by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

In accordance with the Charter, the Diocese removes from ministry priests
against whom there have been substantiated claims of child sexual abuse. The
Diocese also continues to administer a Safe Environment Program under the
Charter, which mandates screening and training for Diocesan clergy, lay
employees, and other personnel who work with children throughout the Diocese.
These and other important child-protection policies are memorialized in the

Diocese’s Policy & Procedures for the Protection of Children, Young People, and

Vulnerable Adults; its Priest Supervision Program; a Code of Conduct for

personnel; and are also reflected in the 29 Commitments in the Stipulated Final
Order (“SFO”). The Diocese’s child-protection policies, an overview of the

Independent Review Board, links to make a complaint of abuse, and other child-
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https://www.usccb.org/resources/Charter-for-the-Protection-of-Children-and-Young-People-2018-final%281%29.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Charter-for-the-Protection-of-Children-and-Young-People-2018-final%281%29.pdf
https://www.buffalodiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Policy-and-Procedures-for-the-Protection-of-Children-Young-People-and-Vulnerable-Adults_UpdateOct2022.pdf
https://www.buffalodiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Policy-and-Procedures-for-the-Protection-of-Children-Young-People-and-Vulnerable-Adults_UpdateOct2022.pdf
https://www.buffalodiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Policy-and-Procedures-for-the-Protection-of-Children-Young-People-and-Vulnerable-Adults_UpdateOct2022.pdf#page=28
https://www.buffalodiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Policy-and-Procedures-for-the-Protection-of-Children-Young-People-and-Vulnerable-Adults_UpdateOct2022.pdf#page=49
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protection resources continue to be available in the Protecting God’s Children
section of the Diocese’s website.

After a thorough, independent, and transparent audit, the Auditor has
determined, for a third year, that the Diocese is in full compliance with each of
the SFO’s 29 Commitments. The Auditor has also determined that the Diocese
has in place effective internal controls—implemented with appropriate oversight,
management, and personnel—to ensure compliance with all of the Commitments
in the SFO, for the entire process from receiving an allegation of abuse through
reporting complaints to authorities, any investigation and determination of
complaints by an Independent Review Board, transfers or new assignments of
priests, and the Diocese’s administration of its Priest Supervision Program. As
the Auditor sets forth in Section II, “Audit Objective and Scope” of this Audit
Report, the Diocese has fully cooperated again with the Audit and there were “no
limitations imposed on the Auditor by the Diocese in any manner throughout the
Audit.” The Diocese provided all of the information, pertinent documents, and
access to all the personnel necessary to conduct the Audit, as described in
Section V, “Audit Process and Methodology” and Appendix B, “Materials
Reviewed.” In confirming the Diocese’s compliance with each of the
Commitments, the Auditor and her Independent Audit Team also again
interviewed the full range of Diocesan personnel who are responsible for
executing the Diocese’s child-protection policies and the Independent Review
Board Chairperson.

The Auditor’s discussion of the audit results for each Commitment reflect
that the Diocese personnel charged with executing the Diocese’s child-protection
policies continue to do diligent, comprehensive, and critical work. These
individuals include, among others, the members of the Independent Review
Board and its Chairman, the Safe Environment Coordinator, the Victim

Assistance Coordinator, the Child Protection Policy Coordinator, the Diocese’s
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Vicar for Clergy, and the Monitor for the Priest Supervision Program. I once
again give my heartfelt gratitude for the important work that all of these
dedicated people are doing to ensure that the Diocese is following through on its
commitment to protect children.

I also want to thank the Auditor, Dr. Kathleen McChesney, and the
members of her Independent Audit Team for conducting and reporting on the
Compliance Audit under the SFO for these three past years. Their efforts have
been thorough, and they have brought considerable professional skill and
experience to their work, for which I am grateful.

The Diocese’s commitment to its child-protection policies and procedures
is an important part of the Diocese’s ongoing efforts to ensure that the mistakes
of the past will not be repeated. We will continue to pray for the healing of those

who have been harmed and for forgiveness for what they have endured.

Sincerely in Christ,
+ 74%4( (/J'j"‘l“-

Most Rev. Michael W. Fisher
Bishop of Buffalo
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